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Abstract

This work is a summarized presentation of the harmonization of the Greek legislation to the SEVESO II Directive. Also presented are the main topics and actions of the implementation of the SEVESO I Directive in Greece.  

1. REVIEW OF THE HARMONIZATION PROCESS OF THE GREEK LEGISLATION WITH DIRECTIVE 96/82/EC (SEVESO II)

From the date of publication of Directive 96/82/EC, the Greek Competent Authorities have moved in the direction of the full harmonization of the Greek legislation to the above-mentioned Directive.

Specifically, on the initiative of the Ministry of Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works, a series of actions have been realized. These include meetings and systematic correspondence with representatives of the various Ministries, other competent Greek authorities and groups, as well as representatives from industrial establishments to formulate and shape views for this harmonization. Keeping in mind the views of all the Greek Competent Authorities, the Ministry of Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works formulated a plan for the New Greek legislation. It was sent, at the beginning of 1999, to all the interested parties for feedback, comments and possible amendments. As well, on 25-1-1999, the Technical Chamber of Greece set up a meeting for engineers and other technical people, representatives from the various Ministries, interest groups, Prefectures and regional Authorities. The aim of this meeting was to inform and to create a forum for the exchange of views and opinions on the provisions of the new Directive. Today (Conference date), the text of the proposed Greek legislation is in the final stages of being formally approved by the various Ministries.

Even though the Greek legislation is not yet in accordance with Directive 96/82/EC, all new establishments that submit applications for operational permits must adhere to its provisions since 3-2-1999, the date this Directive came into force.

2. THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SEVESO I DIRECTIVE

In reference to the implementation of the SEVESO I Directive in Greece, the following must be pointed out:

2.1. The Greek Competent Authorities

The Greek Competent Authorities involved in promoting all matters concerning the implementation of SEVESO I Directive in Greece are the Ministries:

· of the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works;

· Development;

· Health and Welfare;

· Employment and Social Affairs; and, 

· Public Order in its capacity as the Fire Brigade's overseer. 

Also involved are the administrations of the various Prefectures, within the territory of which the installations containing the dangerous substances, classified in the SEVESO I Directive, are located.

2.2.  Inter-Ministerial Committee

An inter-Ministerial Committee has been formed with representatives from all the Ministries involved. This committee settles current problems that arise from the implementation of the SEVESO I Directive in Greece. So far, there have been positive results. It is anticipated that this Committee will be involved in the process of harmonization of Greek legislation with the SEVESO II Directive.

2.3. Safety Report

A Safety Report is submitted for inspection to the following Greek Competent Authorities:

· The Ministry of Development, which provides an opinion on matters concerning the analysis and the estimation of the hazards of an accident within the area of the establishment.
· The Ministry of the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works which provides an opinion on the environmental consequences, in the event of an accident.
· The Ministry of Health and Welfare, which provides an opinion on the health consequences to the people in the neighbouring surroundings, in the event of an accident
· The Ministry of Employment and Social Affairs, which provides an opinion on the consequences in the work place, in the event of an accident
· The headquarters of the Fire Brigade, which provides an opinion on matters concerning plans for coping with and mitigating accident consequences.
In the event that one of the Competent Ministries does not provide an opinion within the prescribed time -5 months after the submission of the Safety Report - it is registered, with regards to granting an operational permit to the operator. However, the submission (registration) of a Safety Report does not imply the approval of its contents. Its contents are under continuous scrutiny and are subject to supplement and improvement.

2.4. Materialization of Works Related to the Implementation of the SEVESO I Directive

The Ministry of the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works, within the framework of the Second Community Support Framework, funded emergency planning studies to deal with large-scale industrial accidents in Attica (Thriassion Plane), the wider Salonica area and in the Piraeus area. Many industries, which use dangerous substances, are situated in these areas. Therefore, they encompass the risk of a large-scale accident with impacts on both man and the environment.

With the emergency practice drills -of hypothetical industrial accidents- being carried out, the above-mentioned works are to be completed by the end of 1999. These offer assistance of special importance to the Prefectures, which are the Greek Competent Authorities responsible for dealing with such emergencies. In addition, the creation of an Emergency Operational Centre, for coping with large-scale industrial accidents, has been completed. Its central unit is already in place at the General Secretariat for Civil Protection, as are its corresponding units in the local prefectures and regional administrations of the country.

The emergency practice drills of hypothetical industrial accidents will be carried out in collaboration with the Operational Centre. The first exercise will take place on 24-11-1999 at the Thriassion Plane, with the participation of all the Greek Competent Authorities and intervention forces.

3. THE HARMONIZATION OF THE GREEK LEGISLATION TO DIRECTIVE 96/82/EC (SEVESO II) 

3.1. Comments on the harmonization of important articles

Presented below is the adaptation of important articles of Directive 96/82/EC, within the context of the harmonization of the Greek legislation to the said Directive.

Article 6 - Notification: Included within the scope of notification is the obligation of the operator to report the possibility of the danger of any expected large-scale accident, due to the installation's proximity with other installations (domino effect).

Article 9 - Safety Study (Report): Safety studies are to continue being submitted to all the Greek Competent Authorities mentioned under the implementation of SEVESO I Directive in Greece. Under the new legislation, Safety Studies will also be submitted to the following:

· The Ministry of Agriculture, which will certify the type and the amount of substances that are present in the installation, in cases where pesticides and/or fertilizer products are involved;

· The General Chemical Laboratory of Greece, which certifies the classification of dangerous substances.

Article 11 - Emergency Plans:

1. Internal emergency plans

The establishment's employees are also asked to take part in the formulation of the internal emergency plan. For the implementation and training of the internal emergency plans, the Fire Brigade attends to carrying out the drills.

2. External emergency plans

The host Prefecture's Civil Protection Office is the Greek Competent Authority responsible for organizing the external emergency plan. Directive 96/82/EC assigns the obligation of the Greek Competent Authority to organise an external emergency plan before the establishment's opening date. 

Care will be given to assure that the external emergency plan's training and implementation will include the participation of all the Greek Competent Authorities and that of the establishment's operator, in the drills.

Article 13 - Information on Safety measures:
The Prefecture is responsible for informing the public that is put at risk by a large-scale accident. It attends to:

· Granting detailed information, through any available means, on the suitable security measures which must be taken after a large-scale accident as well as the required actions the public, must take;
· Providing the press with information;
· Posting notices on the Prefecture's bulletin board;
· Carrying-out drills to prepare the public and the Greek Competent Authorities.
Article 18 - Inspection:
The Authority that grants the permit, in collaboration with the other Greek Competent Authorities, organises a system of both regular and unplanned inspections. Furthermore, each Greek Competent Authority has the right to perform an unexpected inspection within the field of its respective jurisdiction, without the necessary participation of other Greek Competent Authorities.

A report is written after every inspection and sent-out to the other Greek Competent Authorities. Additionally, the findings are communicated to the installation's staff.

The possibility of collaboration with both national and foreign experts is foreseen for inspection operations.

Article 19 - Exchanges and information system:
The Greek representative in the exchanges and granting of information system, between Member-States, is the Ministry of the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works.

Annex I, Parts 1 and 2 - Critical limits for dangerous substances:

As far as the classification of petroleum products is concerned, certain issues have raised pertaining to their ranking in Annex I:

· part 1, with the characterization of " automotive petrol and other petroleum spirits";
· part 2, with the characterization of "flammable", and
· part 2, with the characterization of "dangerous for the environment" in connection with the risk phrases R51 and R53.
In order to resolve this problem, the following modifications are being promoted:

· The dangerous substances gasoline and naphtha are to be classified as flammable, whereas
· the dangerous crude oils, jet oil, diesel and gas oil, and fuel oil are to be classified as "dangerous to the environment" in connection with the risk phrases R51 and R53.
3.2. Planned actions for the implementation of the SEVESO II Directive in Greece

In the aim to better implement the SEVESO II Directive in Greece, funding proposals have been submitted within the framework of the Third Community Support Framework. These proposals include projects such as:
· Programs to inform populations at risk from a large-scale accident;
· Creation of emergency plans for areas -other than Attica, Salonica and Piraeus- where hazardous industrial installations are situated;
· An action guide for dealing with emergency situations;
· Provision of scientific and technical support to the Prefectures, to help them deal with industrial hazards;
· Support to the functioning of the Operational Centre of the General Secretariat for Civil Protection;
· Risk management in pipelines transporting hazardous loads; 
· The study and realization of projects for the safe transport and stationing of hazardous loads;
· Risk management for temporary storage areas of hazardous substances in ports, railway stations and airports;
· Implementation of a safety management system in installations with hazardous substances;
· Land-use planning for areas with hazardous establishments
4. CO-OPERATION OF THE MEMBER-STATES WITH DGXI FOR A MORE EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NEW DIRECTIVE

The constant communication of the Member States, with the aim to communally cope and deal with the various issues that have arisen to date -from the implementation of the SEVESO I Directive- has largely contributed to the improvement of effectiveness of the actions of each Member-State.

The new Directive requires that attention must be given to new areas such as the domino effect and land-use planning. Therefore, the further collaboration of Member States both among themselves and DGXI is imperative. This will help to bring forward proposals for better technical solutions to the problems that arise. Additionally, it will provide proposals for more effective management methods.
