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Summary

Safety studies have been performed by one consulting company for all the companies operating LPG Plants in Greece, thus resulting to a uniformity which is very important for the competent authorities too.

Safety Study includes: 

· Plant description

· HAZOP Study

· LPG leakage scenarios determination
· Consequence Analysis

· Internal Emergency Plan

The results of the HAZOP Studies were of great importance for our company and all the minor, medium and major priorities on safety improvement recommendations were gradually applied to each plant we operate all over Greece.

Thus we believe that this was the first positive contribution of SEVEZO Directive in safety improvement.

During all this period of Safety Studies assessment, the collaboration with the Competent Authorities (Ministry of Environment primarily) was fairly good. Some problems however were raised by local authorities mainly at the peripheral units of our company, which confused in certain cases SEVEZO Directive with the rest legislation in force covering the erection and operation of LPG plants.

At the end almost every problem was resolved.

Our Safety Studies and Internal Emergency Plans are currently used for the elaboration of External Emergency Plans for every major area of high industrial activity.

During discussions with the Competent Authorities I was informed that the main items of SEVEZO II Directive focused on:

· Land use planning

· Domino effect

· Major Accident Prevention Policy

· Safety Management Systems.

Taking this opportunity, I would like to point out that although the Plants’ Safety is improved drastically and major measures are taken on this field, there is a serious delay in the transportation subject.

According to my experience the main volume (of dangerous materials) should be transported either by vessels via sea (thus larger sea terminals must be built) or by railway wagons. The tank trucks’ transportation should be kept at the minimum possible level. However, in Greece the railway transportation is not applied at all.

In my opinion, the Dangerous Materials transportation should be covered by relevant national legislation according to ADR. Consequently special stations for the transfer activities have to be created.
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