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Summary

This presentation describes the safety measures and safety management for a crop protection formulation and packaging plant, which is subject to Seveso legislation.

The safety measures include: 

· separate storage of materials according to their grade of toxicity or flammability;

· use of explosion proof machinery and equipment in liquid formulation and filling areas;

· appropriate grounding of buildings machinery and equipment;

· use of smoke and P/B detectors;

· sprinklers, where necessary;

· local ventilation in all production and filling installations, as well as change of air in working areas;

· use of fire resistant doors separating different plant activities;

· 900 m³ retention tank for the collection of waste in case of a major accident;

· all buildings have floors which are not permeable to water, solvents and products and all doors have a small ramp so that the floors form a retention basin;

· all fire fighting equipment according to legislation.

The operational procedures incorporate safety management in all stages based on:

· Handling of products according to the instructions of the Corporate firm and GCPA guidelines;

· Legislation and safe handling instructions incorporated in ISO 9002 and 14001 management systems;

· Repeated training and permanent awareness of our staff and cooperation with authorities in order to keep up with the latest developments in safety and their participation in common exercises, so that we are always ready to handle a real case of a major accident with good results.

· Such an example was a common fire fighting drill, which took place in our factory in November 1997.

The purpose, of the exercise, its results and their evaluation are described in this presentation (see photos)

Summarizing this paper and our experience so far, we can strongly recommend all the above mentioned preventive measures. The repeated personnel training results in permanent awareness of the danger.

Finally the cooperation with authorities is considered very significant and essential. Among other things it helped us find our weaknesses, to improve our readiness and to succeed in better coordination to avoid or minimize the effects of a major accident for people, property and the environment.
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