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Loughborough University: The Business School and CHaRM

	Loughborough University was established in 1967, and has expanded to its current size of 12,000 students and 1000 academic and research staff.  Loughborough has developed from a primarily science and engineering focus to incorporate a full range of academic disciplines.  It has established strong and growing research links with industry and commerce.

In 1999 Loughborough’s research income was £17.8 million, and its objective remains to conduct research across a full range, from theoretical to applied, but with the ‘centre of gravity’ of its effort in strategic research.  Research within the Business School plays a key role and is a major influence in shaping the School’s overall strategy, the allocation of resources, and the operational management of the School.  Research activities cover a wide variety of business disciplines, reflecting a broad-based Business School, and incorporate both studies of direct relevance to current and future needs of organisations, as well as more scholarly work aiming at expanding the stock of knowledge in the management field.

The Centre for Hazard and Risk Management (CHaRM) is a multidisciplinary centre of the Business School dedicated to research and teaching in the management and control of risk. CHaRM brings together a team of people with backgrounds in business management, chemistry, physics,  psychology, human resource development, security management, and environmental science and technology to undertake research in wide-ranging subject areas within the field of risk management:
· environmental risk management                                               

· human factors and safety culture;

· organisational health and safety management; and

· security and investigations management; 

The Centre's research objectives are:

· to undertake original research in the field of hazard and risk management;

· to contribute to the general furtherance and enhancement of risk knowledge and awareness, the improvement of risk control; and 

· to disseminate research findings to risk managers in industry, regulatory authorities and government and international agencies.

The Centre's research work attracts funding from a range of funding bodies, including the European Commission, charities, Government departments / agencies, and industrial and commercial organisations. 

· Examples of  Research Grants 

European Union, DGV - Feasibility of voluntary H & S schemes 


European Union, DGV - SHAPE: Costs & benefit of OSH in EU


Health and Safety Executive - Safety culture in the offshore industry


Health and Safety Executive - Risk Assessment Case Studies 


Health and Safety Executive - Evaluation of the Safety Information Centre approach 


Environment Agency - Describing Safety Climate


Defence Evaluation and Research Agency - A Q-Sort Methodology for Assessing Safety Culture


· Examples of Industry Funded projects

British Nuclear Fuels - Measuring employee attitudes to safety


Redland plc - Safety attitude survey 



Schlumberger - Safety Management System review


Transco plc - Behavioural safety programme 


The Centre also offers postgraduate training for professionals in industry, commerce and the public sector.  CHaRM provides short courses and seminars in addition to several part-time postgraduate programmes. These include

· Postgraduate Programme in Occupational Health and Safety Management

· Postgraduate programme in Security Management (by distance learning)

· Diploma in Backcare Management

	Further details CHaRM, Loughborough University, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 3TU UK

Tel 44 1509 222175: Email d.walker@lboro.ac.uk: Web www.lboro.ac.uk/departments/charm/excharm.html


