ppm is a multi-disciplinary research and training association focusing on occupational health and safety issues and on the working environment. ppm is supporting and advising policy makers, companies, organisations, and individuals working on the improvement of working conditions and of the working environment.

The staff of ppm is committed to a science based approach and represents qualifications both from technical science and social science backgrounds. The core team can draw on a network of qualified partners, particularly in occupational medicine. All ppm members do have teaching experience. Since ppm was founded in 1988. its main emphasis lies on the improvement of working conditions and health promotion in the workplace.

ppm is a private association formed under Austrian law. ppm is a non-profit organisation, and resources for its activities come from project grants and fees for consulting and other services provided to public and private institutions. ppm is a politically and economically independent organisation. Good and stable relations are being maintained with the Austrian Workers’ Compensation Board (AUVA), the Labour Inspectorate, trade unions, the Austrian Chamber of Labour, the employers organisations, and with the Linz Occupational Health Service (AMD Linz). As to the contents of activities ppm closely co-operates with the Linz Academy of Occupational Medicine and Safety, the Linz training institutions for occupational health and safety professionals in Austria.

ppm internationally is the Austrian counterpart of the European Work Hazards Network and represented on its European steering committee. Within the scope of the European Work Hazards Network and by being involved in various European research projects ppm has built up various links to scientific and government organisations particularly in Germany, Finland, Great Britain, Italy, the Netherlands and Norway. Projects carried out in some form of international cooperation include Subsprint (substitution of organic solvents by agenty based on vegetable oils in cleaning of offset printing machinery), Life (substitution of organic solvents by agents based on vegetable oils in metal industry), Zenit (development of a procedure and handbook for OHS in small and micro enterprises), MSDS in SMEs (the utilization of and problems using MSDS in SMEs). Presently ppm is coordinating the development of tools for the training of occupational physicians to improve their handling of carcinogens.

Products and services of ppm are: conducting research projects, information and consulting on occupational health and safety and work environment issues, the development of health promotion programmes in companies, education and training programmes for occupational health and safety professionals, seminars and workshops for workers, shop stewards, union activists, managers, teachers etc., preparation of reports and other written material on occupational health and safety issues.

Ing. Mag. Gerhard Elsigan

Social scientist; trainer; technician; safety officer. 

Areas of work: Development and quality management of education and training programmes for health & safety professionals, health promotion in companies. 

Gerhard Elsigan is member of the executive board of the Linz Academy of Occupational Medicine and Safety. 

Education and professional background:

Technical College Mödling / furniture design and woodwork; Linz University / sociology; consellor / house of apprentices / United Austrian Ireon & Steel Linz (1973-76); head of pedagogic team / Linz youth center / Austrian Trade Union Federation (1976-79); Branch manager Libya / Umdasch Shopfittings Amstetten Austria / supermarket furniture (1979-82); freelance researcher and trainer / health promotion and workplace safety / Upper Austrian Trade Unions (1979-82);  Assistant Lecturer Health Promotion / IFF Institute for Distance Studies of the Austrian Universities (1985-88); since 1989 ppm forschung + beratung Linz and Linz Academy of Occupational Health and Safety.

Publications relating health and safety at work:

Breitwieser, U, B Donauer, G Elsigan, Gesundheitsförderung: Appelle sind zuwenig! München 1991(Profil).

Elsigan G, G Kittel, G Reisz, Chemische Arbeitsstoffe. Ein Handbuch für den betrieblichen Umweltschutz. Linz 1992 (Edition Sandkorn).

Elsigan G, A Geyer, G Kittel, S Kummerer, Gefahrstoff- und Sicherheitsmanagement in Europa. Report Nr 10. Wien 1996 (AUVA).

Elsigan G, A Geyer, G Kittel, Qualitätsfördernde Elemente in der Ausbildung von Präventivkräften. Manuskript, Linz 1998.

Elsigan G, A Geyer, Handbuch für Sicherheit, Gesundheit und Umwelt im Betrieb. Linz 1998 (ppm).

Elsigan G, G Kittel, Einsatzzeiten und andere Regelungsmechanismen für die arbeitsmedizinische Betreuung von Unternehmen in der Euroäischen Union, Manuskript, Linz 2001.

Dr. Günther Kittel

Chemist and social scientist. 

For some twenty years Günther Kittel is working in the field of health promotion and health education at the workplace, emphasizing on occupational health and safety in SME and in farming, and on promoting occupational health and safety in developing countries.

other ppm members and partners 

Dipl.-Ing. Anton Geyer

Chemical engineer and safety officer. Since 1990 Anton Geyer is working on occupational health, safety and environment issues focusing on SME, and on relationships between Technology, Organisation, and Innovation. Anton Geyer is involved into the development of concepts for training programmes and the quality management for experts in occupational health & safety, and pollution prevention. Anton Geyer presently works with the Austrian Research Centers Seibersdorf (semi statal research agency) and acts as consultant to ppm.

Mag. Elfriede Pirolt

Sociologist. Elfriede Pirolt is part of the project team of SPAGAT, a joint workplace health promotion project with the Trade Union Federation aiming at improving the working situation of working women.

Mag. Andreas Reisinger

Sociologist and professional truck driver. Andreas Reisinger has joined ppm very recently and works on tools for improving working conditions in car maintenance, woodwork, and catering, in cooperation with the European Agency in Bilbao and several organisations within the Austrian Trade Union Federation and the Chambers of Labour.

Mag. Gabriele Schauer

Sociologist and nurse. Gabriele Schauer part of the project team of SPAGAT, a joint workplace health promotion project with the Trade Union Federation aiming at improving the working situation of working women.

Dr. Maria Wolf 

Chemist and teacher,particularly regarding health problems arising from chemical substances in the daily life, i.e. with respect to cleaning products and household chemicals. Maria Wolf also works in seminars aimed at improving the qualifications of female employees.

